Friends of Head Start Committee Meeting Minutes
February 11, 2025

Committee Members Present: Gale Anderson, Beki Brandborg, Patty Dahl, Steven Ferriter, Patty Hamblock, Debora Hansen, Penny Martin, Dawn Newell, Bill Peña, Julie Reardon, and Deborah Swingley  
Committee Members Absent:  Judy Brennan Dianne Centrella, and Lynn Guay 
Head Start Staff Present: Jaymie Hazel, Ashley Peña-Larsen, and Elizabeth Perrier 
Head Start Staff Absent:  N/A

1. Checking In:  Everyone introduced themselves.
2. Minutes of the January 14, 2025 meeting: Steven moved for approval of the minutes, and Penny seconded.  The minutes were approved as submitted, and the motion passed unanimously.
3. Financial Report:  Ashley reported that Dianne provided a recommendation for the FOHS account.  Keep the categories of School to Home, Bookshelf Build, and Parent Education Supplies.  Consolidate the remainder of the accounts.  The question was asked should the account be called Extravaganza or FOHS?  Deborah moved to call the account FOHS.  Patty Dahl moved to keep the Extravaganza account, Beki seconded and the motion passed unanimously.  It was announced that the Nancy Nicholson Trust provided a check for $500 for Extravaganza, which will be deposited into the account.    Ashley will work with Steven to verify who should be added to the top donors list; i.e., looking at the invoices from the event.
4. Rocky’s Head Start Program:  Ashley provided handouts including the Head Start 2023 – 2024 Annual Report and presented a PowerPoint presentation that she presented to the Rocky Board and Head Start Policy Council.  It was requested that Ashley forward the presentation to committee members.
5. Follow-up Items:  
· Lori provided approval for FOHS to shop around for better interest rates for their account.  Ashley, Dianne, and Judy will move forward on this and report back to the committee.
· The FOHS 2024 Top Donors list and ways to contact them, and thanking them were discussed.  It was agreed that the FOHS note cards will be used and can be written on by committee members at the next meeting.  Save the date” and the HS Annual Report will be included.
· The “save the date” information and the HS Annual Report will also be mailed out to the Rocky appeal list and the FOHS list in April.
· Patty Dahl moved that $5,000 be set for the Extravaganza 2025 budget, Patty Hamblock seconded and the motion passed unanimously.
· Ashley provided a handout on Bill HB 360 and will continue to update the committee on legislative items that affect Head Start.  If anyone contacts a possible sponsor they should email committee members so we all have the same information.
6. Extravaganza 2025:
· Event Date:  The event is confirmed for Thursday, October 9, 2025, at Brothers Tap Works, costing $875 versus $6,658 at the Delta (that included catering expenses).  
· Sponsorship Outreach:  The sponsorship letter is being finalized.  The letter will delivered to sponsors by committee members with the HS Annual Report.  The goal is to obtain five new sponsors for this year’s event.  Steven will email the committee the sponsorship list showing which members contact which sponsors so that duplicate contact is not made.
· Penny’s meeting with PPLT:  Penny provided a review of her meeting with PPLT and she will provide committee members a copy of her notes.  Members agreed that tickets could be raised to $40.00 and it is important to share HS success stories at the event.
· New Event Additions: Success stories should be shared. The envelope tree fundraising feature was discussed but not agreed upon. How do you document receipts for money donated at the envelope tree?
· Givebutter Platform:  After discussion, it was agreed not to utilize Givebutter, just do hard copy bid sheets.
7. Open Discussion:
· Steven will contact Phil Drake at the IR to see if we can get a six-series article about Head Start.
· Penny will talk to Steven about contacting The Blackfoot to schedule a pint night a few weeks before the event.
· We need to have a list of items that will be covered at the podium at the event so nothing falls through the cracks.
8. Next Meeting Date:  The next meeting will be Tuesday, March 11 at 4:00 PM at Rocky Mountain Development Council, room to be announced.

Respectfully Submitted,			Items for follow-up attention are highlighted above.
Gale Anderson
FOHS Secretary

